Baby Giovanni 
Posted August 8th, 2007 by giambino on Boston Now
You may not know of the Guglielmo family of New Hampshire, but I'm sure you are familiar with the image of their youngest member, Giovanni, a 1 year-old little boy afflicted with NEMO deficiency and the passionate drive that took place in the past year to find a marrow  transplant for him. 

The tremendous financial strain that these types of situations  force upon families is well known, and the Guglielmo family is no different, finding themselves in the undesirable situation of having to raffle off their home, a house built by the head of the family Michael Guglielmo himself, to try to settle the mountain of debt they are faced with rather then go into bankruptcy.

Think about it- while Massachusetts looks to alleviate the situations of home owners who held loans through predatory lenders, which along with the innocent will also benefit some individuals who had no business getting the home loan to begin with- we sit by by without blinking as a man who built his own home with his own hands-is not asking for charity or opting to escape his financial responsibilities- will find himself and his family on the street.

I can't help but see it where rich and very poor enjoy security and perks- in housing, education and medicine, while the rest of us in between, the backbone of this economic system, are allowed to flap in the wind and rot.

Now I'm no fool- Mr. Guglielmo is a savvy survivor- what he did in the last year was nothing short of a crusade- using the media as one of many tools to save his son. He carried on  like a man possessed with no tolerance for nonsense or delay- some people may say he was pushy, aggressive, rough or tactless, but I see a man trying to save his son- and I salute him.  If you can rise up and look beyond his criminal past, or more importantly consider it fairly, there is a great deal to admire about that man.    

That brings me to my next concern- what about a father who isn't as hardened by life or as savvy as Michael Guglielmo? Why should a father have to go to such lengths to save his son in this country? I honestly doubt if not for the efforts initially of the Guglielmo family, followed by the rallying support of their extended family, freinds community and then strangers, that little boy would not be with us today- and that possibility is not acceptable- yet I don't see any solution being offered beyond additional efforts by the citizens to set up a marrow transplant registry in Giovanni's name and increased awareness of NEMO.  

